


The Birth…

Hotelier John McEntee Bowman was the man behind The Biltmore and partnering with the architectural genius of 

Schultze & Weaver, as well as the Italian artistry of Giovanni ‘John’ Smeraldi, they created one of the first great 

hotels in the western United States. Conceived in the early 1920’s The Biltmore was built in 18-months, and invited 

it’s first guests in the fall of 1923.

The architect’s intention was to build a hotel that paid homage to grand European palaces; and with over 1600 

rooms, eleven stories high, and covering more than half a city block, the scale of the hotel when it opened was 

certainly palatial. But the real spectacle awaits behind the doors, where a combination of Smeraldi’s artwork 

alongside the lavish use of crystal, marble, tapestries, gold, and cast bronze elevates it from palace-homage, to truly 

grand in its own right.

The Millennium hotel group became the new custodians for The Biltmore in the year 2000 and have continued to 

ensure that not only is the heritage of the hotel preserved, but that the guest experience is equally memorable.
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